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Intarnatioral Application No

P S 03/10680

A CLASSIFICATION QF SUBJECT

MATTER
IPC 7 AblB17/064  A61B17/068

According to Imernational Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. RELDS SEARCHEDR

IPC 7 AGLB

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification: symbols)

Documentation searched other tham minimum documentation to' the extent that such documents are included in thre fields searched

EPO-Internal

Flectronic dala base consutted during the international search (name of dala base and, where practical, search terms used)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Categary * | Chation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant paseages

Relgvant to daim No.

figures 7-10

X WO 01/0850634 A (SCIMED LIFE SYSTEMS INC 59,60,69
sGEITZ KURT A E (US))
15 November 2001 (2001-11-15)

A page 7, line 1 - page 8, line 24 . 1,61
figure 2

X WO 02/28282 A (SCIMED LIFE SYSTEMS INC) 59,60,09
11 April 2002 (2002-@4-11)

A page 13, line 22 - line 28 1,61
figure 14

X US 2662/835370 Al (KORTEMBACH JUERGEN 59,60,69
ANDREW) 21 March 2002 (2002-83-21)

A paragraph [0873] 1,61

D * Further documents are fisted in the confinuation of box C.

Paten: family members are listed in annex.

= Spacial categories of cited documents :

A" document defining the peneral state of the art which is not
considered ta be of particular relevance

*E" earfier document but pubfished on or after the intemnational
filing date

“L" document which may throw doubis on priarity claim(s) or
which is cited 1o establish the publication date of ancther
citation or other special reason (85 specified)

0" document ceferrdng to an oral discloswre, use, exhibiiion or
other means

“P" document published prior fo the intemational filing Gate but
later than the priarity date claimed

“T* later document published after the international filing date
or prionity gate and not in conflict with the application but
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the
invention

"¢" documeant of particutar relovance; the claimed invention
cannet be considered nove| or cannot be considered t¢
involve an inventive step when the dacument is taken alone

™" document of paricular relevance; the claimed invention
cannot ba considored to involve anr inventive step when the
document is combined with one or more other such docu-
meﬂtséﬁuch combination baing obvious fo a persan skiled
inthe .

"&%" documant member of the same patent family

Date of the actual campletion of the international search

10 November 2003

Date ofmailing of the insemational search ra port

-0. 03 2004

Nante and mailing atttiress of tha ISA
European Patem Office, P.A. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijswik
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl,
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016

Buthorized officer

Compos, F

Form PCTASARZ 1O (second shaet} (July 1982)
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International application Ne,

INTERNATBNAL SEARCH REPORT @ PCT/US 03710680

Box| Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of iterm 1 of first sheet)

This Intemational Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17{2)(a) for the following reasons:

1, Claims Nos.:

b-33
because they relate to subject matter not required 1o be searched by this Autharity, namely:

Rule 38.1(iv)} PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not cemply with the prescribed requirements 16 such
an exient that no meaningful International Search can be carried oul, specifically:

a. [ ] claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the secand and third serences of Rute 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of ltem 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Autherity found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paki by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched witheut effort justilying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additionaf fee.

3. |:| As only same of the required additional ssarch fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Repart
covers anly those claims for which fees wete paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, Gensequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-24,59-69
Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s profest.
I:I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) {July 1988) page 1 of 2
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International Appiication No. PCT!US 03 /10530

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/SA/ 21@

Continuation of Box 1.1

Claims Nos.: 25-33

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has heen
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination {Rule 66.1(e) PCT}. The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not te carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. 1f the application proceeds into the regional phase
hefare the EPQ, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPQ (see EPO Guideline C-¥I, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17{2) declaration be

overcome.
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international Applcation Na, PCT/US 03 /10680

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA! 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-24,59-69

Fastener comprising a first and second part, adapted to
clamp tissue layers between said two parts and deliver an
adhesive agent to promote adhesion between said tissue
layers.

2. claims: 34-48,52-58

Device for piacing tissue fasteners, said device comprising
an elongate body with a distal end, and an element movably
mounted to the distal end of said elongated body, said
element having a retracted position along the axis of the
elongated body and an extended position at an angle te said
axis. , .

3. claims: 49-51

Two part staple comprising a first part having multiple
protrusions and a second part comprising a mesh to snare
said multiple protrusicns of the first part.
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Box Il TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet)

The invention in certain aspects relates to a surgical fastener for
fastening tissue segments having tissue surfaces. The faatener includes
a first fastener member having a base and a piercing element connected
to the base for piercing the tissue segments to be fastened, a second
fastener member having an cpening for receiving and retaining the
piercing element of the first fastener memker such that the tiassue
segments te be fastened are retained between the first and second
fastening members, and meang for promoting adhesion between the

‘tissue surfaces. The invention alsc relates to related methods and devices for
promoting adhesion of tissue segments and preventing fastener
migration, especially in an endescopic procedure for the treatment of
gastroesophagen reflex disease {gerd}.
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